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Charity Week for Orphans and 
Children in Need is a volunteer-led 

campaign of Islamic Relief.

The ultimate vision of Charity Week 
is to become a vehicle to inspire 
Muslim youth to become active, 

socially engaged and united upon 
Islam.

Last updated in Apr 2022



#WeAreOneBody
Read on to learn more about:

● Who participated in Charity Week 
● How we trained our teams
● What resources we used
● Some of the amazing ways you fundraised
● How our marketing is going
● How much we spent to deliver the project
● How much we raised
● How we celebrated our achievements
● … and how we helped orphans and children in need



#WeAreOneBody

Education Above All - Qatar

A constant driver and motivator for us at Charity Week is not the question on whether we achieve our 
vision of unity. There is no doubt, that Allah subhana wa ta’ala promised us a united generation once 
again ensuring justice and protection for every human being. The essential question we as individuals 
keep asking and pushing ourselves with is, did we do our best to be part of it?

And we hope that this report is just one of the witnesses that testifies to the above question. 

Islamic Relief Canada Islamic Relief Deutschland Islamic Relief Ireland Islamic Relief South Africa Islamic Relief UK Islamic Relief USA

Thank you for supporting us:

Samim Faiz, 
INTERNATIONAL 

DIRECTOR



Our Awesome National Directors

IRELAND       Aisha 
Benyounis 

CANADA        
Nafesah Danayar

GERMANY       
Naima Hassan

QATAR        
Arshiya Anwar

SOUTH AFRICA 
Yahyaa Ismail

UNITED KINGDOM   
Chelsea Street

UNITED STATES 
Hassan Mohammed

The National Directors are always faced with the tough task of both operationally overseeing Charity Week in their countries as well as inspiring 
unity between their institutions and regions. Each country is at their own stage of development but as an organisation we communicate 

internationally and seek to learn from each other. 



Our Team Members

CA 

QA
SA 

UK

US
INTL

DE 

IE

Country Number of Members Change 
from 2020

INTERNATIONAL 101 +56

CANADA (CA) 26 -24
GERMANY (DE) 91 +2
IRELAND (IE) 18 +1
QATAR (QA) 12 -43
SOUTH AFRICA 
(SA) 41 -4

UK 124 -10
USA 61 -3
TOTAL 474

Changes this year included Department Country directors 
moving to the International Team.



Who took part in 
Charity Week?

More than 376 institutions, across 

eight countries - as well as hundreds 

of individual fundraisers - worked 

together for the benefit of orphans and 

children in need.

● Canada
● Germany
● Ireland
● Qatar
● South Africa
● UK
● USA

In 2021 we were proud to announce that 
Malaysia joined our Charity Week family!

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_s9sOg6q6ZKNNXi13Wwa8fdFEOhFo9qA/edit?disco=AAAAIoM6sFc
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_s9sOg6q6ZKNNXi13Wwa8fdFEOhFo9qA/edit?disco=AAAAIoM6sE8
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_s9sOg6q6ZKNNXi13Wwa8fdFEOhFo9qA/edit?disco=AAAAIoM6sFA
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_s9sOg6q6ZKNNXi13Wwa8fdFEOhFo9qA/edit?disco=AAAAIoM6sFE
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_s9sOg6q6ZKNNXi13Wwa8fdFEOhFo9qA/edit?disco=AAAAIoM6sFI
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_s9sOg6q6ZKNNXi13Wwa8fdFEOhFo9qA/edit?disco=AAAAIoM6sFQ
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_s9sOg6q6ZKNNXi13Wwa8fdFEOhFo9qA/edit?disco=AAAAIoM6sFU


Institutions that took part

Country Total Change 
From 2020

Portion 
Of Total

CANADA (CA) 36 -32% 10%
GERMANY  (DE) 46 24% 12%

IRELAND (IE) 6 50% 2%
QATAR (QA) 14 17% 4%

SOUTH AFRICA (SA) 37 42% 10%
UK 104 -3% 28%

USA 125 58% 33%
INTERNATIONAL 

TOTAL 376 18% 100%

IE 2%

QA 4%

CA 
10%

DE 
12%

SA 
10%

UK 
28%

US 
33%

International distribution of participating institutions



Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov

What Our Year Looked Like….

Recruitment & 
Ambassador Training

Signing up 
Institutions

Training Institutions on 
fundraising and 
managing donations

Virtual and 
physical 
Finale

Budgets confirmed. Bootcamp 
training and Theme & resources 
developed.



“Go forth and spread 
UNITY!” 

The Ambassadors

The vision behind CW has always been about 
building unity of purpose. As the operational side 
of running CW has become more established, it 

was becoming clear that spreading this vision to as 
many people as possible needs would require a 

change of tact. Cue our Ambassadors.



Ambassador Training

To ensure our teams received the guidance 
they need to recruit and support our CW 
Participants during the pandemic, we 
developed a 100% remote training system for 
our team members. 

Over 8 weeks, across 7 countries, our 
volunteers learned everything from the basics 
of CW to the finer details of relationship 
management and supporting Participants.



Assemble marks the beginning of every Charity 
Week, where Team members first get to meet 
and get their introduction to the year’s theme: 
Healthcare

Having a theme each year allows the Charity 
Week team to look at the problems facing the 
Muslim world through a different lens.

It also adds flavour to fundraising events and 
stimulates creativity in some interesting ways….

Healthcare: The Theme of 
CW2021



The Legacy of the Bimaristan  

● At Assemble 1 our teams learnt about the story of 
Noorudeen Zengi and his Bimaristan Noori in 
Damascus. 

● It was the foundation of the modern hospital - 
providing free healthcare at point of use, 
separate wards for men and women, food 
cooked by same chefs as the Sultan

● The human being was treated holistically, looking 
at not just the disease, but physical, social and 
mental factors. 

● Our Vision: To recognise that the Muslim world 
is falling behind in healthcare, that there are 
huge inequalities and it will take unity and an 
holistic approach to address the unfolding 
tragedies.

Training our Teams: Assemble



Stuff we used to deliver Charity Week
CANADA GERMANY IRELAND QATAR SOUTH 

AFRICA UK USA

T-Shirts 598 505 80 246 292 2435 761

Buckets 143 0 0 0 0 0 112

Bucket 
Labels

163 0 18 22 0 745 114

National 
Posters

191 210 19 12 43 240 0

Guideline 
Posters

96 0 10 0 16 200 0

Pennyboxes NA 98 0 0 36 0 NA

Pennybox 
Labels

NA 74 18 11 38 350 NA

Wherever possible, resources from the previous years were re-used. 



Due to popular demand, the Charity Week team have 
been providing training directly to institutions on “how 
to Charity Week”. Webinars were held to teach 
techniques for fundraising and building hype. Topics 
covered included:

● attracting new faces through effective marketing

● fundamentals of responsibility that come along 
every penny collected

● maximizing the barakah of an event

Virtual masterclass events were held this year 
in the UK and Germany.

Charity Week Masterclass



Emerging from the pandemic, some 
countries were able to entertain 
face-to-face events after a year of 
only virtual contact.

To allow for the varied COVID rules 
around the world, a global online 
event was also held. 

Institution Assemble
(aka the hype begins)



Charity Week 2022
It’s just one week of the year, right? 

But it takes a year to prepare!

    CW WORLDWIDE
25th to 31st October

 
SOUTH AFRICA

18th to 24th October

QATAR 
24th to 30th October



Charity Week is here!
All those planning meetings turn into agendas for the best fundraising 
week ever… The events that Charity Weekers have grown to expect and 
love, from dinners, to talks, cake stalls, competitions more.

    



Healthcare Themed Events



Kings College London 
created a medical 
themed escape room

Healthcare Themed Events

Doctors in South Africa 
seem to be getting 
younger and younger

Auctioning 
personalised fitness 
training sessions with a 
local coach in the US

Some delicious looking 
blood samples and 
medication themed 
snacks..



Let’s not forget the epic walks and treks

2021 saw the first ever 
Corporate Network trek for 
Charity Week, with 28 people 
climbing Mount Snowdon. 

Individual participants signed up to the 10k step challenge - with nearly 20 MILLION steps being 
logged all over the world.

1st Taqwa Scouts taking a well deserved 
break to absorb the view

The Charity Week UK 
equivalent of Everest 

Getting family 
involved!



Some of the UK walks
Islamic Relief Snowdon

Islamic Relief Mam Tor

Surrey Snowdon

Islamic Relief Elan Valley

Snowdon Corporates Challenge

UCL Snowdon

Southampton Snowdon

LSE Snowdon

Cambridge Snowdon

SOAS Snowdon

KCL Peak District

SGUL Snowdon

Imperial Surrey Peaks

Islamic Relief Cheddar Gorge

KCL Snowdon

QM Barts Scafell Pike

UCL Hastings Hike

SGUL Hastings Hike

Oxford Snowdon

QMBarts Hampstead Heath



We love the diversity of events
@South Africa: What is “Breakfast Run”??



And of course the Delectable Treats





Charity Week Merchandise!
Because sometimes it’s not enough 
to just get the T-shirt!

The CW official Merchandise store 
was a step into the future with the 
option to purchase sweatshirts 
online with this year’s We Are One 
Body artwork. 



And then it all starts to get a little bit 
crazy…



Even at Carnegie Mellon, 
USA, The Fence (the most 
painted object in the world) 
was not spared the Charity 
Week treatment



Lights, Camera, AUCTION!

“Teddy Doc” and a dose of ZamZam 
auctioned for around 7k euros in 
Germany as part of the National 
Unity Auction.

Bananas are an expensive 
business ($10k!) in Charity 
Week as Massachusetts 
discovered in their first 
in-person auction. 

Right on theme, East Scotland 
auctioned a Defibrillator Machine to 
save lives in a local mosque 



$30k banana 
auctioned in New 

Jersey

$21k Painting 
auctioned at Hunter 

MSA

QAR 1600 tea flask 
auctioned in Doha

A 200 year old 
handwritten Qur’an 

auctioned in Virginia

Some Auction highlights..



Heart Softeners

Overcoming personal tragedy and writing an account, a sister in 
Germany sold copies of her eBook for Charity Week



Charity Week hands around the world



Anyone for some last minute fundraising?



The Invention of Tradition:
Charity Week Livestreams



The “Chand Raat” of Charity Week… 

Because there’s always 
time for a last minute 
auction…



So how did we do?



We grew on social media..

Charity Week’s Instagram presence continued to grow 
healthily through 2021 capturing the international hype. We 
achieved nearly 20,000 visits to the Charity Week profile as 
well as a 75% increase in views on our reels since 2020!



And we raised a grand total of:



International Total

£1,837,336
Equivalencies November 2021

US $2,447,708.58
R39,091,058.47
€2.183.791,09

CAN $3,095,951.33
Rial 8,910,112.77
RM 10,207,422.22

May Allah subhana wa ta’ala accept it from us, Ameen.



COUNTRY TOTAL Change 
from 2020

PORTION 
OF TOTAL

Canada $91,168.46 14% 3%

Germany €239,494.41 14.7% 11%

Ireland €8,433.57 -3.5% <1%

Qatar 102,828 QAR 12.7% 1%

Malaysia RM 71,060.30 - 1%

South Africa R 769,597.20 86.9% 2%

UK £1,070,272.89 18.7% 57%

USA $621,050.81 70.7% 25%

Breakdown of national totals

CA 3%

DE 
13%

IE <1%
QA 1%
MY 1%

UK 
62%

US 
19%

SA 1%



How did people donate?
METHOD AMOUNT PORTION OF TOTAL

Peer to Peer  £1,323,733.86 72%

Transfers/Deposits  £188,742.03 10%

Cheques  £107,940.87 6%

Online  £92,006.08 5%
Card Payments £76.187.04 4%

Pay In £43,483.36 3%
Match Funding £5,100.00

<1%

EAA boxes £4,163.75

Call centre £4,100.00

DD / Standing Orders 2,495.00

Money Order  £2,047.73 

SMS  £187.65 

Peer to Peer 70%

Transfers / 
Deposits 10%

Online 5%

Cheques
6%

Card Payments 4%
Pay In 3%



Want to attend online? Want to attend in-person? Well 
you can have both:
The Charity Week finales comprised of pre-recorded as 
well as live segments. 
Around 1,600 attended worldwide - many at physical 
venues

The Hybrid Charity Week Finale
Celebrating hard work and success





Canada
$ CAD

Germany 
€ EUR

Ireland 
€ EUR

Qatar 
QAR

South 
Africa 
R ZAR

UK 
£ GBP

USA 
$ USD

Resources 4,794.33 3,552.56 228.75 32 0 18,915 6,369.59

Regional & 
Finale 

expenses

0 1470.42 725.96 2883 18,502.25 14,632 7664.56

Training 158.44 975.47 118.84 581 0 268.99 1008.60

Travel 0 932.54 63.33 0 0 4,198.75 0

Misc 0 0 0 0 0 875 0

Total 4,952.77 6930.99 1136.88 3496 18,502.25 38,890.20 15,042.75

What we spent to deliver Charity Week



Where was the money raised spent?



AFGHANISTAN: Emergency Response
Approximate cost: £307,098
EUR €365,005.57 /CAD $517,466.84/ QAR Rial1,489,263.70/ ZAR R6,533,799.95 / USD $409,117.55

Decades of war, together with current under-investment, 
has left Afghanistan with weak health infrastructure and 
disrupted access to healthcare. The COVID-19 pandemic 
further reduced peoples’ care-seeking behaviour, leaving 
many diseases untreated. This poor access to healthcare 
was heading towards thousands of preventable illnesses 
and deaths.

This project will provide increased access to emergency 
health services and psychological wellbeing services. 
This will be achieved through mobile health services 
providing primary medical care, medicine, psychosocial 
counselling, and health and hygiene awareness. The 
beneficiaries from this project are 8,000 orphans and 
children directly, and many more indirectly.



GAZA, PALESTINE: Enhance access and quality of 
health services for premature babies and newborns
Approx. cost: £409,824.00
EUR €487,101.98 /CAD $690,562.40/ QAR Rial1,987,430.75 / ZAR R8,719,392.61 / USD $545,969.67

Newborns and premature babies admitted to hospitals in 
the Gaza Strip require specialised support to help them 
through the first few months of their lives. 

This project aims to improve access and quality of health 
services for babies in nine of Gaza’s children's’ hospitals. 
Essential medical equipment and resources will be 
provided to medical teams, training programmes on 30 
healthcare protocols will be delivered to doctors, and 
health awareness programmes will be delivered at both 
health centres and at the community level.



BOSNIA (2020 Extension): Orphan Homes Refurbishment
Approx. cost: £20,000
EUR €23,771.28 / CAD $33,700.44 / QAR Rial96,989.48 / ZAR R425,518.89 / USD $26,644.10

Around 42% of homes in Bosnia were destroyed or 
damaged during the 1992-95 conflict, and many families 
lost their primary breadwinner, resulting in an orphaned 
community in dilapidated housing. The weather 
extremes seen throughout the year in Bosnia, the lack of 
maintenance, and the deterioration of connections to 
network and communal infrastructure only add to 
exacerbate the damage to these houses.

In 2020, Charity Week sponsored the refurbishment of 10 
orphan homes in Bosnia, helping to remove the stigma 
that comes from living in a war-torn home. This we are 
extending this project.



BANGLADESH: Live-saving emergency support for 
Rohingya children living in Bhasanchar
Approx. cost: £300,000
EUR €356,569.15 / CAD $505,506.56 / QAR Rial1,454,842.14 / ZAR R6,382,783.30 / USD $399,661.56

Thousands of Rohingya refugees that sought shelter in Bangladesh 
are being relocated to Bhasanchar, Bangladesh. While their basic 
needs are catered for, thousands of children in the area are in need 
of more holistic support. Healthcare is not limited to medicine, but 
involves a variety of factors; this project targets child development 
and child protection. 

This will be achieved through establishing 15 learning centres and 5 
multipurpose centres in the district; children aged 0-5 years will be 
provided with age appropriate learning materials and nutritious 
meals, children aged 6-13 will have educational materials and 
socio-emotional learning sessions, and children aged 14-18 will 
have life-skills training and hygiene promotion sessions. This 
project aims to create a safe environment for over 10,000 children 
and improve the quality of their education.



Orphans 1-2-1: 76 Orphans remaining in Pakistan, 
Palestine
Approx. cost: £34,824
EUR €41,390.55 / CAD $58,679.20 / QAR Rial168,878.08 / ZAR R740,913.49 / USD $46,392.71

For orphans across the world, poverty is a daily reality. 
Their lack of access to education, healthcare, and 
safe-spaces increases the vulnerability of these children 
and causes them to face a bleak future. 
Charity Week continues its annual tradition of sponsoring 
orphans in Palestine and Pakistan, providing them with 
food, clothing, education and healthcare.



GAZA: Recovering Wellbeing of Gaza Children 
Phase#4 - Psycho-social support
Approx. cost: CAD $91,168.45
EUR €64,307.49 / QAR Rial262,381.76 / ZAR R1,151,139.29 / USD $72,079.23/ GBP £54,105.20

Families in the Gaza Strip facing difficult economic, social 
and psychological conditions also have to deal with the 
difficult familial tensions that arise under these 
circumstances. Seven local Palestinian organisations 
have already been supported to develop their capability 
in providing mental health and psychosocial support; in 
the fourth phase of this project, this support will be 
extended to vulnerable children and their families. This 
will include individual counselling & case management, 
group counselling, family counselling and therapeutic 
recreational activities. Furthermore, the project will work 
on ensuring the long-term sustainability of these 
organisations and their services.



KOSOVO: Social Incubator and Education 
centre for vulnerable groups
Approx. cost: €119.747,20
QAR Rial488,582.02/ ZAR R2,143,540.57 / CAD $169,765.10/ GBP £100,749.49 / USD $134,219.00

As the result of a turbulent history, Kosovo is one of the most 
socio-economically backward countries in Europe, yet it has 
considerable potential for development. Unemployment is a 
widespread issue, with almost 25% of the working population 
out of work.

This project has a two-tiered approach: the first component 
promotes social entrepreneurship for vulnerable 
communities; 100 vulnerable youth will be supported to start 
a business, and 600 students and 100 mothers will be 
educated to improve their employability. The second 
component is the continuation of the Training and Education 
Centre, which has supported and provided training to 
orphans and their families for the last three years.



IDLIB, SYRIA: Improving access to quality and 
inclusive education
Approx. cost: USD $372,524.87
EUR €332,358.39 / QAR Rial1,356,059.54 / ZAR R5,949,397.52 / CAD $471,183.08/ GBP £279,630.24

Around 86% of school-age Syrian children urgently need 
educational support, with many children already out of 
school and more at risk of dropping out. More than one in 
three Syrian schools are partially damaged or destroyed, 
and poor teacher-retention further exacerbates the 
situation.

This project aims to address these needs by ensuring 
education continuity and improving the access and quality 
of education. As part of a larger Islamic Relief project, the 
funds from Charity Week will go towards school kits being 
provided to 5000 children, school supplies, resources and 
meals will be provided to 13 schools, and monthly stipends 
provided to 13 teachers for the duration of the project.



SOUTH AFRICA: An-Nur Orphanage education 
support & One to One sponsorship of Orphans
Approx. cost: ZAR R770,000
EUR €43,015.44/ QAR Rial175,507.83 / USD $48,213.98 / CAD $60,982.81 / GBP £36,191.11

Poverty, inequality and unemployment are among the biggest 
problems faced in South Africa. Youth in particular are at risk, and an 
aspect of this project works towards providing academic support for 
the students at An Nur orphanage. A particular focus is to develop the 
youth to become positive contributors and agents for change, by 
ensuring that they’re able to receive the relevant education to sit 
exams and successfully enter and excel in tertiary education 
programs. 

All students will also benefit from improved social awareness through 
life skills programmes. One to One sponsorship have also been 
provided to recently orphaned children, to ensure they are able to 
continue their education, and have the funds for livelihood costs. 



MALI: PACETEM / Access to EAA CHILDREN
Approx. cost: QAR Rial102,828
EUR €25,202.25/ ZAR R451,134.06 / USD $28,248.01 / CAD $35,729.12 / GBP £21,203.95

Poverty, inadequate school infrastructure, 
education policies and parent reticence to formal 
education are some of the reasons for the poor 
education of children in Mali. 

Charity Week is contributing to a project designed 
to ensure access to quality education and student 
retention. This will be achieved through 
establishing schools, providing accelerated 
learning programmes, intensive remedial classes, 
community engagement and awareness raising 
initiatives.



TURKEY (SYRIAN REFUGEES): Basic needs and 
livelihood support for Syrian Orphan families
Approx. cost: €300,000
QAR Rial1,224,033.66/ ZAR R5,370,164.52/ USD $336,255.87 / CAD $425,308.72/ GBP £252,405.46

Turkey is home to the largest refugee population in the 
world. Over 3.3 million Syrians have temporary protection, 
and almost half of these are children. A considerable 
number of these refugees are living under the poverty line, 
unable to meet their basic needs.

This project will cater to the basic needs of Syrian refugee 
orphans and their caregivers. This includes providing them 
with shelter, food, clothing, hygiene facilities, health 
services and access to education. Furthermore, single 
mothers/primary caregivers will be supported to find 
stable income, through entrepreneurship training and 
mentoring.



CHECHNYA: Access to Rehabilitation Classes 
for Disabled Children
Approx. cost: USD $100,000
EUR €89,217.77/ QAR Rial364,018.52/ ZAR R1,597,047.06/ CAD $126,483.66/ GBP £75,063.51

The Chechen Republic is one of the least 
developed Russian regions, with a prevalence of 
unemployment, poor education and poor 
healthcare. In this context, the needs of disabled 
children are not adequately addressed. This 
project aims to reduce the vulnerability and 
marginalisation of 400 disabled children and their 
custodians, by providing access to free 
rehabilitation activities, including speech therapy, 
sports, and legal and psychological counselling.



We were one body

We hope that this report will be a constant source of happiness and 
reflection for everyone involved in this project. And if this is what we 
feel in this world, how happy we might be, when we read our own 
report:

ِبَیْھ ـٰ َبُھۥ ِبَیِمیِنِھۦ َفَیقُولُ َھآُؤُم ٱْقَرُءو۟ا ِكَت ـٰ ا َمْن أُوِتَى ِكَت َفأَمَّ

Then, as for him who is given his record in his right hand, he will say: 
Take, read my book! (69:19)

May this report be one of the many reasons we will be among the 
above. With peace, your Charity Week 2021 Team


